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Martin Lewis is an award-winning producer, humorist, writer and marketing strategist. 
He co-created & produced the  Secret Policeman's Ball  series of benefit shows/
movies/albums for Amnesty International starring comedic talents ranging from Monty 
Python, Peter Cook &  Dudley Moore  to Eleanor Bron, Billy Connolly, Rowan 
Atkinson, Peter Ustinov and Barry Humphries (‘Dame Edna’)

He also recruited and produced many musicians for the human rights cause 
including Pete Townshend, Sting, Peter Gabriel, Bob Geldof, Eric Clapton, Jeff 
Beck, Phil Collins, Donovan.   His productions are credited by those and other 
musicians for inspiring their subsequent social & political activism. 

As a producer he hired and worked with a variety of directors ranging from  Sam 
Peckinpah to Lindsay Anderson.  

He instigated and produced the acclaimed documentary  Foreign Skies: Wham! In 
China that chronicled George Michael's historic concert tour in 1985.


As part of his decades-long, polymathic career Lewis has also been a very prolific 
creator/curator/producer/host of cultural events, film festivals, retrospectives, premieres 
and special occasions – such as the official 25th anniversary  celebrations of Monty 
Python. His events have been held primarily in Los Angeles - but with some major 
occasions presented in New York City, Washington DC and London.

As a long-time member of the Board of Trustees of the American Cinematheque (the 
US equivalent of the BFI/NFT) he created major retrospectives of the film and 
television work of Monty Python, Peter Sellers, Peter Cook, Richard Pryor, Glenn 
Ford, Ken Russell, Nicolas Roag, Dalton Trumbo, the Beatles, John Lennon, Paul 
McCartney and the Who.  He also saluted the film output of UK studios Hammer 
Films, Channel Four Films and George Harrison's boutique mini-studio Handmade 
Films. 


                                        

He  instigated and ran the iconic  Mods & Rockers Film Festival  (1999-2019) 
presenting music and comedic films of the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s & 1980s.   His 
Cinematheque programs were presented at multiple Los Angeles theaters including 
Grauman's Egyptian Theatre, the Directors Guild Theatre, the Aero Theatre, Raleigh 
Studios and the Paley Center in Beverly Hills.  


He presented and hosted his film programs in New York City at Lincoln Center, the 
Paley Center (NYC) and MoMA (the Museum of Modern Art). In Washington DC at the 
AFI (American Film Institute). In London at the BFI (British Film Institute) National Film 
Theatre. Film programs he curated have been shown in the New York Film Festival, 
London Film Festival and the Padova (Venice) Film Festival.

As a longtime Board Member and eventually Chairman of the Los Angeles chapter of 
BAFTA (the British Academy of Film & Television Arts), he instigated and hosted 
multiple US premieres of UK-related productions. He also produced screening events 
in conjunction with his colleagues at the counterpart US academy AMPAS (the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences).

Further Reading: www.ModsAndRockers.com

http://www.ModsAndRockers.com

